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Two Couples Marry 


Here is a young couple about to marry. Neither of them has been 
reared in a Christian home. They are spiritually ignorant, but each 
seeks a mate. Now they think they have found one. They counsel 
with noone. Their parents are ignored. Some words are said and they 
find themselves tied together. They are in a very frail bark, and rapids 
and rocks are ahead. {| Here is a different picture. Two young people 
have been reared in Christian homes. They have been a part of the 
larger family, the Christian Church. They have been taught what 
Christian marriage is. They have not hurried into this most sacred 
of relationships. The doctor has had his word. Parents have been con- 
sidered and considerate. The young people have gone to some pastor 
and have looked down through the years under his guidance. They 
come to the church, and in a simple, dignified way their lives are yoked 
to each other in God. With Christian gladness they celebrate and go 
forth to build their home. <A blind man can see the difference. {| It 
is not easy to live, and it is not easy to love together as Christians. Once, 
just after a marriage, a boy said to me, “Is that all there is to it?” I 
replied, “Not quite. All you have to do now is to live with her for 
fifty years.” Some wise men proposed the building of 2 monument to 
the Pilgrim mothers. Why? Because they had lived with and endured 
the Pilgrim fathers—Harrison Ray ANDERSON, Fourth Presbyterian 
Church, Chicago, in God’s Way, just published by Fleming H. Revell 
Co., Westwood, N. J. 











Letters to the Editors 





Support for Overture 


on Ordaining Women 





Else in Clubs or Cults 


To THE OUTLOOK: 


As a former TRIBUNE reader and contri- 
butor, I must say that I’ve certainly had 
“my money’s worth’ in the combined 
TRIBUNE and OUTLOOK. Every issue exem- 
plifies the ‘“‘human value of rigorous think- 
ing” which is too often lacking in religious 
journals. 

In the March 28 issue, for example, Dr. 
Howard Short’s “Women Are People” is 
enough to wake anybody up on the woman 
question. Since this question is before us 
for action (OvurLookK, May 2), I’d like to 
add a few words from the feminine view- 
point. 

I am all for equality, be it in race or 
sex: equality before God and before the 
law; but it seems much better to preserve 
the differences in “genius” of various 
group patterns. Surely there is a “wom- 
an’s ministry” which deserves ordination 
as well as the all-out masculine ministry. 

Take ministers’ wives, for example. 
They have an “office” as surely as profes- 
sional women in any walk of life. Yet, 
when their minister dies, their status is 
lost, and they sink back to the standard of 
living (socially) of a clerk or a house- 
keeper unless they are young enough to 
start all over with another professional 
career. The church work that is open to 
them is so different from what they were 
accustomed to that the adjustments are 
painful. 

Could not ordination begin with minis- 
ters and their wives—as missionaries and 
their wives are “set aside” in a Christian 
service team? Then create within the 
church the positions which a “church 
mother” could so well fill? Believe it or 
not, many people would rather talk to the 
minister's wife than to the minister. In 
many cases, she is a better “professional 
listener” and not so pontificial as the min- 
ister is almost obliged to be. 

If status is withheld from women by our 
regular churches until women demand it, 
then the church itself will be forcing them 
to become more aggressive (the thing they 
dread) or forcing the best qualified and 
most deeply consecrated women to find 
outlets in the cults or clubs—for ability 
must have an “out,” and a dam stops 
water only temporarily. Then the church 
will be left with the domestic type of 
women who operate in such a “fuzzy” way 
that men never know what to make of 
them. 

There are problems, of course, in grant- 
ing women individual status. But are we 
looking for the easy answers instead of 
the challenges?—and a “more excellent 
way”? Why can’t our men trust the Holy 
Spirit to call whom He will to whatso- 
ever ministry is needful? What right have 
they to do otherwise? 

MARG-RIETTE MONTGOMERY. 
San Antonio, Texas. 


Relief to the Philippines 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

The recent earthquakes in the Island of 
Mindanao in the Philippines caused untold 
damage and left thousands homeless. Early 
reports listed 323 dead among the victims. 
Acting at once in this tragic emergency 


Church World Service sent in food and 
clothing. It is another instance of help 
for distressed people carrying out our 
policy of sending assistance through 
Church World Service, the official Protes- 
tant channel. 

I am happy to report that 5,000 lbs. of 
dried milk and 90 bales of light clothing 
were sent immediately from Hong Kong, 
with more to follow. Church World Serv- 
ice in New York also sent 500,000 vitamin 
tablets and 125,000 sulfadiazine tablets, 
on request of the Protestant Relief Com- 
mittee of the Philippines in Manila. In 
response to a further request for a varied 
list of foods, $10,000 of CROP funds have 
been made available for purchases in 
Manila to save transportation time. 

PAUuUL B. FREELAND, Secretary. 
Overseas Relief and Inter-Church Aid, 
Board of World Missions, Nashville, Tenn. 


On Mixed Racial Stocks 


To THE OUTLOOK: 


Integration of Negroes and whites in 
the current discussion is not a theological 
but an ethnical question. Dr. Gillespie 
and Dr. Miller in articles in THe OvTLvoK 
(March 14), agree that a difficult problem 
is involved. Each cites Biblical passages 
with their respective interpretations and 
inferences, but neither gives much light or 
help in arriving at a solution. 

Dr. John H. Marion, in the same issue of 
THE OUTLOOK, is more illuminating and to 
some extent his article should allay the 
fears which some of us entertain of the 
ultimate complete amalgamation of the 
races. 

Dr. Marion waves aside Dr. Gillespies’ 
fear of such an eventuality as “talk of the 
most evasive sort” then proceeds to admit 
that the trend is already far advanced, 
stating in a later paragraph that “There 
are millions who belong to our new race 
of brown Americans. The Doctor gratui- 
tously adds that this ¢ross-breeding “be- 
gan long before Negroes began moving 
North.” 

The Doctor did not tell us that the trend 
ceased when the Negroes cross the Ohio. 

The chief point in Dr. Marion’s argu- 
ment, which ought to help allay Dr. Gil- 
lespie’s fears, is that cross-breeding is 
good. This conclusion is prominently im- 
plied in stating the conclusions of science, 
that, 

“To mix the better strains ... across 
group (racial) lines is to produce superior 
biological specimens whose vigor of mind 
or body endows them very often with 
capacities for extraordinary brillance and 
achievement.” 

Dr. Marion goes further in reinforcing 
the above statement by quoting Montagu 
of Rutgers University as saying, “I am 
fully convinced that the whole notion of 
disharmony as a result of ethnic crossing 
is a pure myth.” 

Dr. Marion supports this view on his 
own. He says, “We can find... mulat- 
toes . . . whose plainly superior endow- 
ments and abilities, have in countless ways 
enriched and made stronger our civiliza- 
tion.” 

This statement is followed by a roll call 
of Negro celebrities of the mixed type, and 
concludes this paragraph by saying, “Our 


world at this moment could use to good 
advantage any number of such ‘mongrels’ 
of the same quality.” 

Dr. Marion’s argument has helped me, 
If the scientists are right, then let us go 
along and break down every barrier to 
cross-breeding in the hope that the human 
race may be greatly improved. Let us wipe 
out discrimination at all levels, not even 
reserving the individual or family priv- 
ilege of social discrimination on account 
of caste or color. 

F. H. Forp. 
New Orleans, La. 


NOTE—It would be for Dr. Marion to 
correct any wrong impressions given by 
the foregoing letter but it should be 
pointed out: (1) His reference to “talk 
of the most evasive sort” was in regard 
to the Gillespie claim that the choice is 
“between the Anglo-Saxon ideal of racial 
integrity ... and the Communist goal of 
amalgamation.” (2) He underscored the 
inevitability of voluntary segregation. 
(3) His discussion of mixed racial stocks 
was in reply to the Gillespie charge that 
“the intermingling of breeding stock re- 
sults invariably in the production of 
‘scrubs’ or mongrel types,” which, said 
Dr. Marion, could be considered an insuit 
to “many fine and able Americans who 
happen to be mulattoes.” 

Dr. Ford is Stated Clerk of New 
Orleans Presbytery, USA. 


PRESBYTERIAN CALENDAR 


And Related Events 














(NOTE—U. S. marks items from the 
Presbyterian, U. S. (Southern) calendar; 
USA indicates those from the Presbyte- 
rian Church, USA. Those marked NCC 
are National Council of Churches em- 
phases. ) 

May Bible Book of the Month (USA), 
Micah. 

May 4-6, Annual staff meeting, American 
Leprosy Missions, Chicago. 

May 4-6, U. S. Conf. for the World Coun- 
cil of Churches, Buck Hill Falls, Pa. 

May 6, May Fellowship Day, United 
Church Women. 

May 7-8, Executive Com., United Student 
Christian Council, New York. 

May 9-12, 1st Natl. Conf. on Chinese 
Churches in the U. S. (NCC), San Fran- 
cisco. 

May 12, Annual meeting, 
Bible Society, N. Y. 

May 15, Rural Life Sunday (U. S. & 
NCC). 

May 16-25, Presbyterian USA General 
Assembly, Los Angeles. 

May 22, Pensions Sunday (USA); Rural 
Life Sunday (USA). 

May 22, Day of Prayer for the General 
Assembly (U.S.). 

May 29, Whitsunday (Pentecost). 

May 29, Christian Unity Sunday. 

May 29, Montreat Sunday (U. S.). 

May 29-June 3, Church Conf. of Social 
Work (NCC), San Francisco. 

May 30, Memorial Day. 


JUNE 

June Bible Book of the Month (USA), 
Nahum & Zephaniah. 

June 1-7, General Synod, Reformed 
Church in America, Buck Hill Falls, Pa. 

June 2-6 or 7, Presbyterian, U. S., Gen- 
eral Assembly, Richmond, Va. 

June 12, National Missions Sunday 
(USA), Children’s Day. 

June 16, Cumberland Presbyterian Gen- 
eral Assembly, Lubbock, Texas. 


American 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK. Second-class mail privileges authorized at Richmond, Va. Published weekly on Monday by Outlook 
Publishers, Inc., 1 North Sixth Street, Richmond 19, Virginia, except first week, January, and fourth week, August. Telephone 2-9492; 
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USA Board Approves 
New Educational Projects 


PHILADELPHIA (RNS) — Steps to 
strengthen leadership training and edu- 
cation at the congregation level were ap- 
proved by the Presbyterian, USA, Board 
of Christian Education at its semi-annual 
meeting here. 


A new manual on church building and 
a new magazine on Sunday school admin- 
istration were authorized, as well as a 
training program for all local church of- 
ficers, this to be given in 1957-59. 

Pilot projects to improve upon the 
ministry to the elderly, and a study of 
the recruitment program for clergy, mili- 
tary chaplains and other church workers 
also were approved. 

Twenty-six synod summer schools and 
five regional schools of leadership instruc- 
tion were scheduled for this summer, the 
latter in Ohio, Oregon, New Mexico, Ne- 
braska and Tennessee. 


The Committee on Women’s Work an- 
nounced plans for joint production and 
use of study materials and for united 
retreats among women of the Presbyterian, 
USA, Presbyterian, U. S., and United 
Presbyterian denominations. 

The Westminster Press, a division of 
the board with headquarters here, reported 
1954 sales totalling more than $5,000,- 
000. 

A guest speaker, Hermann N. Morse, 
general secretary of the Board of Na- 
tional Missions, declared that “‘the nu- 
merical growth of the church has not 
brought about a corresponding improve- 
ment in the moral life of America.” 





MODERATORS’ ITINERARIES 





Among the engagements scheduled for 
Presbyterian, U.S., and USA Assembly 
Moderators in coming weeks are the fol- 
lowing: 


WADE H. BOGGS, 341-C Ponce de Leon 
Ave., N. E., Atlanta 5, Ga. 

May 6, Auburn, Ala. 

May 9, Vineville church, Macon, Ga. 

May 12, Westminster church, Nashville, 
Tenn. 

May 15, Maitland, Fla., church, a.m.; Or- 
lando First church, 7:30 p.m. 

May 19-23, Fraternal delegate to the USA 
Assembly in Los Angeles. 

June 2, U. S. Assembly, Richmond, Va. 

RALPH WALDO LLOYD, Maryville Col- 
lege, Maryville, Tenn. 

May 8, DuBois, Pa. 

May 9-10, Philadelphia Presbytery. 

May 17, Pre-Assembly conference, Los An- 
geles. 


FOR THE U. S. ASSEMBLY! 


Urge Philadelphia in 1956 


After dividing 59-59* on the question 
of the proposed reunion of American 
Presbyterianism, Montgomery Presbytery 
in Virginia voted unanimously to ask the 
U.S. Assembly to consider the possibility 
of holding its 1956 meeting in Philadel- 
phia in order to join in celebrating the 
250th anniversary of the founding of the 
first presbytery in this country. 

In presenting the idea, Emmett B. Mc- 
Gukin, of the First church, Lynchburg, 
suggested that this would provide an op- 
portunity for the two bodies representing 
the main stream of Presbyterianism to 
mark this important date. He foresaw 
the possibility of joint inspirational meet- 
ings with the USA Assembly and oppor- 
tunities for the two bodies to consider 
together the impact which Presbyterian- 





*Montgomery Presbytery allowed two 
opponents of union to record their votes 
when they had to leave the meeting early. 
Many people had expected this presbytery 
to oppose union by more than a small mar- 
gin. In Wilmington, which was expected 
to vote for union, proponents explained 
that more than enough men had to leave 
the meeting before the vote was taken 
to have reversed the result. 


ism can make upon the life of the nation. 
Also, he said, it would afford a demon- 
stration as to what the Presbyterian 
Church stands for. 

The overture points out the limita- 
tions under which a special committee 
named last year had to work, in view 
of the scheduled vote on union in the 
presbyteries. This committee, says the 
overture, did not have time to make 
adequate plans for this important cele- 
bration because of the pending vote on 
union. 


Union Vote: 43-42 Against; 1 Tie 
Meanwhile the final presbyteries in the 
U. S. Church were recording their votes 
on the question of union. These included: 
Fayetteville (N. C.) 88-49 against. 
Wilmington (N. C.) 51-47 against. 
St. Johns (Fla.) 30-18 against. 
Abingdon (Appalachia) 53-28, against. 
Indian (Okla.) 9-8 against. 
Greenbrier (W. Va.) 39-14 for. 
Lafayette (Mo.) has voted 15-8 for 
and Roanoke (Va.), 40-26 against. 
This brought the final vote in the U. S. 
church to 43-42 against union and one tie. 


From the Kansas City Star: By Ken Clark 


Moral Convictions “Not for Sale” 


Pastor Arrests Flight from Neighborhood When Negroes Move in 


It was after 1 o’clock one morning when 
a man stopped his motor car, walked hur- 
riedly into the front yard of a home in 
Kansas City and stooped down in the 
darkness to read the words on a sign 
placed on the lawn. 

He had just driven south on Benton 
boulevard from Linwood boulevard and 
no doubt had noticed signs in many yards, 
proclaiming “For Sale.” (He could have 
driven south from Linwood on any other 
of the elm-lined streets between Spruce 
and Brooklyn avenue and seen the same 
type of signs.) 


Notes a Difference 

But the sign in this front yard was 
different. 

“Not For Sale,” it said and the man, 
like many another person who recently 
has passed through the area, was curious 
enough to get out of his vehicle and read 


the small script beneath those words. 

“Not For Sale,” the sign declared. 
“Neither My Home Nor My Moral Con- 
victions. I Believe in My Neighborhood 
and Neighbors.” 

Watching the man through the window 
of the darkened home was the Rev. Earl 
T. Sturgess of 3714 Benton. 

Just several weeks before, Mr. Sturgess 
had stood before his surprised congrega- 
tion in the Southeast Presbyterian (U.S.) 
church, 3601 Indiana avenue, and boldly 
addressed himself to a vital and volcanic 
topic. 


Moving to South 

The subject, baldly put, was the move- 
ment of Negro families from Kansas 
City’s confined Negro section south across 
the general east-west line of Linwood 
boulevard and into residential areas pre- 
viously occupied only by white families. 








Most Kansas Citians long have been 
aware of the slow but continuous migra- 
tion south by Negro families; but it has 
been a subject which, because of its im- 
plications, has been avoided by many 
officials who by force of circumstances 
should be concerned. 

Most Kansas Citans also are aware of 
the fact that such a migration involves 
multifarious problems. Bitterness is un- 
avoidable. Unscrupulous persons capital- 
ize on human emotions to obtain a “quick 
buck.” 

It was this type of person who stimu- 
lated Mr. Sturgess to make his declara- 
tion of faith. 

“Frankly,” he said, “we have been 
troubled in our area by some unscrupu- 
lous real estate men who have caused 
trouble. They have knocked on the doors 
of our homes and said that the Negroes 
were moving in, that our residents had 
better sell their homes. 


Big Turnover 


“You can see, by driving down the streets 
south of Linwood, that there is a big turn- 
over in homes, that many of our residents 
simply are fleeing. They’re getting out. 
That’s what I set out to correct.” 


To do this, Mr. Sturgess told his con- 
gregation: 


“It is fitting time, I think, for some 
sober, quiet, prayerful soul-searching by 
those of us who have received gifts which 
in all eternity we would be unable to pro- 
vide for ourselves; the rich heritage in 
life that is ours, our American citizenship 
with its many implications, the wonder of 
life itself and all the talents we have and 
citizenship in the Kingdom of God. Are 
we to whom so much has been given going 
to deny those who ask of us for so little 
a bit of love and consideration, some self- 
respect, a little human compassion? 

“Nowadays, there is much fear in our 
hearts: the fear of communism, the fear of 
neighborhood transition, the fear of in- 
security, the fear of being different. It 
seems to me this presence of fear is in- 
consistent in the Christian experience and 
betrays an absence of love for God and 
confidence in him. 


Barrier to Few 


“If the love for God and fellow man 
were stronger the intensity of fear would 
be greatly diminished. I would remind 
those of our time who are motivated by 
the impulses of panic, bred of fear, that 
whether it be the matter of selling one’s 
home or fleeing a fire, panic has made more 
fools, undone more men and killed more 
people than any other thing. 

“T observe that Christianity has been es- 
tablished by those who took a positive 
stand on moral convictions grounded in 
God’s will, the stand being maintained 
even at the pain of death. This charac- 
terizes the victories of the ages. History’s 
great battles have not been won by retreat, 
but by good, positive strategy. I have 
heard of neighborhoods within our city 
and other areas that have been practically 
sabotaged or deserted because people with 
fear in their hearts—the fear of infiltra- 
tion by folks of different cultural, economic 
or social status—have relied on their own 
fallacious emotions and have refused to 
take a positive stand on the basis of moral 
convictions. 


“Frankly, in times of such transition, 
when ‘for sale’ signs crop up all over a 
neighborhood, I would love to see someone 
who had fortitude put up a sign: 

“Not for sale. Neither my home nor my 
moral standards, nor my Christian con- 
victions. I believe in my democracy, 
neighborhood and neighbor.” 


Easier Than Russian 
Mr. Sturgess continued: 


“As a leader among nations of the world, 
we shall justify our position and shall rise 
and fall only as we interpret in fact and 
deed our orally expressed conviction in 
the brotherhood of man. I might remind 
each of you that it will be easier in Amer- 
ica to adjust to some rather new and dif- 
ferent neighborhood changes than to learn 
to speak Russian. 

“The greatest people I have ever known 
have been marked by a charitable attitude 
toward others. Our forefathers came to 
America because of persecution. In their 
wake was founded a nation called ‘the 
land of the free and the home of the 
brave.’ The blood of the Civil War was 
shed over the categorical question: ‘Shall 
all men be free?’ Our greatest Presidents 
and leaders have stressed the equal human 
rights of all men. The greatest Man who 
ever lived died upon the cross that men, 
in the knowledge of the love of God, would 
freely love one another.” 


The effect of Mr. Sturgess’ sermon was 
electric. 


More Than 150 Signs 


In the last several weeks, through the 
offices of the church, more than 150 signs 
have been sold—at cost—to residents of 
the area. Along Spruce avenue, along 
Benton, along Bales and Mersington ave- 
nues, are to be seen the declarations of 
faith: “Not for Sale.” 

New families moving into the area 
they have not all been of the same color 
—have been welcomed warmly by other 
families, who “believe in our neighbors.” 

“It has worked wonderfully,” Mr. Stur- 
gess said. ‘The response has been amaz- 
ing. Our citizens have stopped fleeing, 
to some measure. They are staying and 
assimilating new influences.” 





Student on Probation 


James Dale White, 24-year-old senior 
of Union Seminary in Virginia, recently 
pleaded guilty to using the mails to de- 
fraud book stores. Federal Judge Sterl- 
ing Hutcheson placed him on probation 
for three years. 

Postal inspectors testified that White 
ordered books from religious book stores 
under the names of non-resident graduate 
students. The books, which were not paid 
for, were delivered to the seminary where, 
it was charged, White claimed them. 

From Chester, S. C., and the Associate 
Reformed Presbyterian church, he is the 
son of missionaries to Pakistan. When 
he took the stand he said: 

“T did it. This deed I believe is con- 
trary to my nature—to all I have known. 
.. . I cannot understand what led me to 
do this.” 


His work at the seminary has been 
suspended. 





Ministers’ Vacation Exhange 


Including U.S., USA, AR and 
United Presbyterians 





AUSTRALIA 

W. R. Glasgow Denning of St. Andrews 
Presbyterian Church, Rockhampton (Box 
388), Australia, in the province of Queens- 
land, would like to arrange a six-months 
pulpit exchange with an American minis- 
ter. He is 40 years of age. 


SUPPLY NEEDED 

Elizabeth City, N. C., Cann Meml. ch, 300 
mbs, no manse; 35 mi. to ocean. One 11 
a.m. service each Sunday in air-conditioned 
church. $25 per Sunday. July 3-Aug. 14. 
Paul K. Ausley, Box 41, Elizabeth City, N.C, 


WISH TO SUPPLY 

In Canada, New England, along Canadian 
border or near NYC. Four Aug. Sundays. 
D. F. Helm, Hot Springs. Va. 

In Pa. or N. ¥. July 17, 24. Raymond G, 
Wickersham, 19 N. Gth St., Fernandina 
Beach, Fla. 

In Midwest, N. Y., Pa., N.E. states or any 
good vacation area. Desire manse. 3 Aug. 
Sundays. S. G. Harness, 513 N. Hyde Park 
Ave., Durham, N. C. 

Baltimore or vicinity, 3 or 4 Aug. Sun- 
days. John B. Rice, 838 Wilbur Ave., South 
Norfolk, Va. 

Florida, Aug. 21, 28. H. T. Guthrie, Perry- 
ville, Mo. 

Fla. east coast or Great Lakes. 3 or 4 
July or Aug. Sundays. Edwin R. Short, 
Sikeston, Mo. 

NYC area. 4 Aug. Sundays. 
Hayward, Rt. 1, Matthews, N. C. 

In Midwest, Iowa, Mich., Wis. 4 July or 
Aug. Sundays. Sidney N. Harris, Box 73, 
Belzoni, Miss. 

Miami and vicinity, 4 Aug. Sundays. A. 
R. Martin, 672 S. Bellevue, Memphis, Tenn. 

NY area, 1 or 2 Aug. Sundays. Geo. F. 
Houck, Rt. 2, Rowland, N. C. 

Denver, Colo., June 26-Aug. 28. C. R. Sli- 
der, Marks, Miss. 

Asheville-Gatlinburg area, Aug. 21. Roy 
L. MeCown, Jr., Box 43, Utica, Miss. 

Jacksonville, Fla... and vicinity, 4 Aug. 
Sundays. F. Clay Doyle, 210 S. Matson, 
Kershaw, S. C. 

Middle Tenn,, summer. Ernest F. Baulch, 
Columbia Military Academy, Spring Hill, 
Tenn. 


Harold D. 


SUPPLY OR EXCHANGE 

NYC area. Serving on summer faculty 
of Union Seminary; need housing within 
commuting distance of the city for family 
of five (children 5, 9, 11). Will rent or 
supply pulpit in exchange for manse or 
will exchange with minister and family 
wishing to spend July and Aug. in the 
Detroit area (Royal Oak). Sheldon Rahn 
(director, Social Dept., Detroit 
Council of Churches.) 65 Columbia East, 
Detroit 1, Mich. 


Service 


EXCHANGE 

Forrest City, Ark., Graham Meml. ch, 450 
mbs, 50 mi. to Memphis. 2 to 4 July or 
Aug. Sundays. New England or almost 
anywhere in N’eastern USA. Manse excs. 
Henry E. Acklen, Forrest City, Ark. 

Oklahoma City, West Nichols Hill ch, 
3-4 Sundays beginning July 31, within 2- 
day drive. Manse has 3 bedrooms; exchange 
desired. Honorarium offered. H. Harold 
Wells, Jr., 8300 Greystone, Oklahoma City, 
Okla. 
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@ The Church of Scotland takes a fresh look at 
phraseology as well as some basic principles 


On Teaching Christian Truth 


HERE has been for some time a 
T growing demand for something to fill 
the void in Scottish religious education 
caused by the increasing disuse of the 
Shorter Catechism. Church members now 
near middle age can affirm that they never 
at any time learned or were taught the 
catechism. In previous generations, on 
the other hand, that solid document was 
part of the stable religious diet of our 
land. The Assembly at Edinburgh on 
28th July 1648 approved, by an Act of 
Assembly, of the Shorter Catechism, which 
had been drawn up by the Westminster 
Assembly of Divines ‘“‘with assistance of 
Commissioners of this Kirk, . . . to be 
a Directory for catechizing such as are 
of weaker capacity.” 

This, be it noted, referred not only to 
children. For many a day and in many 
a home the family was catechised by 
minister or elder on his visit. 

Colossal Ignorance 

Many factors have been at work in 
creating a generation of which it is not 
too much to say that its ignorance of the 
Bible and of the rudiments of the Chris- 
tian faith is colossal compared with the 
knowledge of such matters possessed by 
some previous generations. There is little 
doubt that one reason for the disturbing 
effect which the pressure of the social, 
intellectual and scientific climate has 
upon the modern mind, and the consequent 
moral instability and spiritual unrest of 
our time, is the lack of a firm grasp of 
the enduring realities of the Christian 
faith. It was with this in mind that the 
Presbytery of Duns, voicing a growing 
sense of need, overtured the General 
Assembly in 1941 to prepare a catechism 
“for the more effective teaching of the 
faith of the church,” mentioning their 
“unanimous decision that the catechetical 
method of teaching could be used to 
greater advantage.” 


Their desire was that the church’s 
faith should be presented in a way 
that, while it remained loyal to the fun- 
damentals, should set them in the pat- 
tern of thought in which the modern 
mind must live and move and have its 
being. 

Without going into details, suffice it to 
say that the matter was remitted to the 
Youth Committee of the General Assem- 
bly, who entrusted the task of preparing 
a catechism to a Doctrinal Sub-Commit- 
tee. After years of study and discussion 
this inevitably slow and difficult work 
reached a stage at which a Draft was 
submitted, first to the Executive, and 
then to the whole Youth Committee and 
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The introduction to the Draft Catechism 
of the Church of Scotland appears on this 
page. It occupies six pages in an 80-page 
booklet now being studied both in Scot- 
land and in this country. The notes ac- 
companying the questions and answers are 
of vital interest, offering a basis of discus- 
sion in church groups and for individual 
study. The introduction, however, gives 
the background of the work and, more 
important, it underscores considerations in 
teaching religion that need to be realized 
more generally than is now the case. The 
Draft Catechism is distributed in this coun- 
try by The Outlook.—Editors. 


was given general approval. In May 
1954 the Youth Committee received the 
sanction of the General Assembly to 
submit the Draft Catechism to ministers, 
teachers of senior Sunday school classes, 
leaders of Bible classes and all engaged 
in the Christian education of young 
people, for experimental use until May 
1956, thus affording two winter sessions 
as a period of trial. 


A Teaching Instrument 

What, then, is the aim of the catechism 
and of this experiment? To begin with, 
let it be stated quite categorically that the 
Youth Committee is not aiming at dis- 
placing the Shorter Catechism, which is, 
an appendage to the Westminster Confes- 
sion of Faith, a constitutional document 
of the Church of Scotland. The aim is 
rather to present a document which could 
be used as a teaching instrument for in- 
struction in the main doctrines of the 
Christian faith. Its language is meant 
to be more simple and less “‘theological”’ 
than that of the Shorter Catechism and, 
therefore, more understandable by the 
average person from twelve years of age 
upward. 

But in its effort to create an intelligible 
grasp of the main tenets of the faith, the 
committee has felt strongly that a de- 
parture must be made from the old 
catechetical method, by which question 
and answer were usually learned by sheer 
memory and little attempt was made to 
explain what was memorized. This use 
of the catechetical method has unfor- 
tunately become identified with the word 
“catechetical” and has rightly drawn 
down upon itself the condemnation of 
modern pedagogical judgment. 

One cannot but agree with the opinion 
of Emil Brunner, for example, that such 
a method of implanting the faith in the 
human mind “has devastating effects 
upon teaching. The ordinary catechism 
instruction is an educational monstros- 
ity.” 


At the same time, it is equally erro- 
neous to run to the other extreme and 
lay all the emphasis on “Christian at- 
mosphere” and “Christian influence.” 


These factors undoubtedly affect both 
teaching and character, but if they are to 
be and remain effective, they must arise 
from and be grounded in the presence of 
Christian truths in the minds of all con- 
cerned. If there is light, there must be 
a sourre of light; a certain fragrance can 
only come from an actual rose. Simi- 
larly, “Christian influence and atmos- 
phere cannot in the end survive without 
knowledge, and there is real need to 
ensure for this generation some under- 
standing of the great affirmations of the 
Christian Faith and of the Bible as their 
basis” (Report of the Advisory Council 
on Education in Scotland on “Secondary 
Education,” 1947, para. 560). 

These wise words express the convic- 
tion of the Committee that what is needed 
today is some kind of instrument that will 
combine a simple, succinct statement of 
the main tenets of the faith in the form 
of understandable answers to questions 
that might be asked by an inquiring mind, 
with definite instruction, which shall 
throw light on the background, the sig- 
nificance and the implications of the an- 
swers. In this way the questions and 
answers will not become merely a mem- 
ory test but will form definite focus 
points of teaching on some aspect of one 
or other of the Christian doctrines. 


No Mere Q.-and-A. 


It was with this in mind that the con- 
vener of the Doctrinal Sub-Committee 
was asked to prepare notes, which appear 
in the following pages. On the contrary, 
they are of an expository character and 
are meant to give the leader or teacher a 
“jumping-off” ground on which to proceed 
with his instruction on this or that par- 
ticular question. One thing which should 
be emphasized is that in such instruction 
the pupils should be urged to turn up the 
biblical references given in the notes. In 
this way they will learn that the Bible is 
not merely a collection of stories but that 
it is teaching us something about God, the 
world, man, the life to come, the way we 
should live, etc. A knowledge of the Bible 
will thus be combined with a knowledge of 
Christian doctrine. The use of these 
particular notes (for which the convener 
of the Doctrinal Sub-Committee is alone 
responsible) is not obligatory. It may 
well be that some ministers, leaders or 
teachers may wish to prepare other notes 
of their own. 








But the committee desires to urge 
strongly that no attempt should be made 
to teach the catechism without instruc- 
tion in the meaning of the questions 
and answers. 

The purpose, then, of the Draft Cate- 
chism issued with notes is that the docu- 
ment should form a teaching instrument 
for instruction in the main doctrines of 
the Christian Faith. 


In Youth Groups 

As to the method of using the Cate- 
chism, much will depend on particular 
local circumstances. The committee is 
of the opinion that, so far as the Sunday 
school is concerned, the catechism should 
be used only for children of the senior 
classes—i.e., from twelve years of age 
upward.* For the use of teachers of 
these classes “The Scottish Sunday 
School Teacher” has agreed to publish 
simple explanatory notes, drawing upon 
the Notes in this edition and aimed at 





In the U. S. A. it is customary to classi- 
fy 12-year-olds in the young people’s or 
youth division of the church. “Children” 
are under 12.—Eds. 


USA G.A.—L. A. 


showing the teacher how to “get across” 
to his or her pupils the particular truth 
expressed in the question and answer, so 
that they will understanding what they 
memorize. It is felt that at this age 
scholars are increasingly able to take in 
the meaning and implications of the 
stories and teachings of the Bible. 

It is not unlikely that the Draft Cate- 
chism may prove even more useful in the 
age-groups usually embraced in Bible 
classes, fellowships, catechumens’ classes, 
where the question is often asked, im- 
plicitly if not explicitly, “What actually 
does the church stand for? What does 
it teach?” It is hoped the catechism will 
furnish a basis for courses aimed at an- 
swering that question. 

The catechism, it will be observed on 
reading it, has a certain continuity and 
perhaps will prove of most value if that 
continuity is preserved in the exposition 
of it. At the same time it would prob- 
ably be unwise in most cases to spend a 
whole session on a course based on the 
catechism or on any other scheme of doc- 
trine. A course of instruction, covering a 
term of two to three months at a time, 


would probably be much more palatable 
and effective. What is important is that 
the leader of such a class or group must 
be thoroughly prepared, that the biblical 
references should be fully used and that 
any discussion that may follow the in- 
struction should be kept focused on the 
particular question under consideration. 


For Adult Use 


It may be that the catechism will be 
found of value as a basis of instruction 
on the main affirmations of the faith in 
more senior groups—e.g., office-bearers or 
leaders of organizations, and, possibly, 
in the teaching function of the pulpit, 
where an excellent opportunity is afforded 
for giving regular courses of instruction 
on Christian doctrine. In such cases it 
would often prove of great value if ar- 
rangements were made for people to meet 
in small groups to ask further questions 
and have points already raised more fully 
expounded. In this way the catechism 
may play a part in the movement for 
adult Christian education, which is one 
of the main concerns of the General As- 
sembly. 


The Roman Catholic Marian Year 


HE increased emphasis upon the 

Marian Cult (worship of the Virgin 
Mary) constitutes a challenge to all 
evangelical Christians. 

This is the finding of a study made 
at the instruction of the Presbyterian, 
USA, General Assembly of last year for 
presentation at the Los Angeles Assembly 
this month. 

Included in the report of the commis- 
sion on Interchurch Relations, it is under- 
stood to have been prepared by President 
John A. Mackay of Princeton Seminary. 

The commission was asked to study 
the significance of the Marian Year, re- 
cently observed throughout the Roman 
Catholic world, in its relation to Christ’s 
place in the Christian religion and to the 
unity of the church which he founded. 

In the exaltation of Mary, the report 
claims, she has become “‘Co-Redemptrix 
with her Son.” 

A century ago, it is pointed out, the 
dogma of the Immaculate Conception was 
promulgated. In 1950, the Pope pro- 
claimed the dogma of the Assumption of 
the Virgin, claiming that “she who never 
knew the corruption of sin had been 
equally spared the corrupting power of 
death, and was translated, body and soul, 
to the glory of heaven, without her mortal 
flesh suffering the process of dissolution.” 

Neither of these, says the report, has 
the slightest foundation of fact in the 
Biblical narrative, and yet it was upon 
them that the Marian Year was founded. 

In this celebration, it is said, the Virgin 


Mary is that member of the celestial fam- 
ily who is most sympathetically and po- 
tently related to the problems of our dis- 
ordered world . . . most capable of achiev- 
ing the solution of man’s problems today.” 


“In Charity . . . With Candor” 

Nothing is more distasteful, say the 
writers, than to subject to unfavorable 
analysis developments which occur in an- 
other Christian communion. 


“Only when such developments affect the 
very core of the Christian religion, es- 
pecially the doctrine, so foundational in 
New Testament Christianity, of the perfect 
saviorhood and the complete lordship of 
Jesus Christ, can such a course be justi- 
fied. It is because the Permanent Com- 
mission believes that an issue of this kind 
has been created by the cult whose chief 
contemporary emblem is ‘Our Lady of 
Fatima,’ that it essays to make some per- 
tinent observations. This it desires to do 
in charity but with candor.” 


The report reviews the “officially al- 
leged” appearance of the Virgin of Fa- 
tima on a Portugese plateau in 1917, the 
year of the Russian Revolution. The 
place was Fatima, so-named for the 
daughter of Mohammed. 


“At Fatima, we are told, the Virgin 
made epoch-making declarations and 
brought with her ‘a peace plan from heav- 
en.’ The symbolism is clear. The date of the 
apparition, the year 1917, links Mary to 
the problem of Communism; the place 
Fatima relates her to the problem of Islam. 
The Virgin of Guadalupe, who appeared in 
the Western world, symbolized concern for 
the indigenous race which populated the 


Americas before their conquest. The Vir- 
gin of Fatima, who appeared in a Europe 
riven by war and rocked by revolution, is 
the symbol of Our Lady’s concern for the 
problem of civilization as a whole. She 
expressed, we are told, a very special in- 
terest in the conversion of Communist Rus- 
sia.” 


Honors to Christ 


The commission finds that “honors be- 
stowed upon the Virgin Mary in the 
course of Christian history have closely 
paralleled, and in some instances dupli- 
cated honors paid to Jesus Christ.” 


“Mariology (the theology of Mary)... 
is not determined by any reference to the 
Bible or to Christ. ... (It) is founded 
upon the sole authority of the Roman 
Catholic Church. . . . The church claims 
that the Roman Pontiff is the duly con- 
stituted vicegerent of Jesus Christ, the 
infallible interpreter of the words and acts 
of God, and the exclusive arbiter as to 
what God may have said and done. Thus, 
in a subtle but decisive way, the church 
ceases to be God’s servant and becomes his 
patron.” 

“A deep gulf exists between the Virgin 
of Nazareth and the Virgin of Fatima,” 
says the commission. “Our Lady has be- 
come in the present age the virtual in- 
carnation of the Holy Ghost.” 


“The Marian Cult of today,” it re- 
ports, “both in liturgical practice and the- 
ological idea, fills the vacuum created by 
developments which took place in the 
post-Reformation era.” It is described 
as “the response to a craving which has 
been keenly felt in Roman Catholic 
circles.” 
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Widened Breach 


This development, says the commission, 
“has widened the breach between the Ro- 
man Catholic Church and all other Chris- 
tian communions.” The devotion to Mary, 
it says, “now equals, and even exceeds, 
the devotion to Christ himself.” It goes 
on: 

“In other forms of Catholicism, in High 
Anglicanism and Eastern Orthodoxy, for 
example, there is no disposition whatever 
to regard the Virgin Mother as the asso- 
ciate and co-partner of her Son in the work 
of human salvation. Today the Roman 
communion stands alone, in proud yet 
tragic isolation, from all other Christian 
churches. Non-Roman Christians on their 
part deny that the church has any author- 


ity to create a theology which has no foun- 
dation in Holy Scripture.” 


In the emphasis by the Marian Cult, 
the commission says, “the meaning of 
Christ’s Kingship for life and history be- 
comes emptied of all true significance... 
the Holy Spirit recedes into the back- 
ground and the Virgin becomes virtually 


SOME OBSERVATIONS .. . 


the Paraclete, the Holy Ghost Incarnate.” 


Challenge to Evangelicals 


This “major departure from the his- 
toric Christian faith” is termed by the 
commission as a challenge to all evan- 
gelical Christians: 


“They are challenged to engage in a 
fresh study of the Bible as the supreme 
source of Christian doctrine. They are 
called upon to cultivate the devotional use 
of the Bible as the chief permanent 
medium of intercourse between God and 
man. By so doing they will attain a deep- 
ened understanding of the fullness of 
Christ. The grandeur of Christ’s gospel 
and its implications for the church and 
the world will be rediscovered. 

“It is equally important that Christians 
in this revolutionary, transition time re- 
cover the doctrine and experience of the 
Holy Spirit. Let those who bear the name 
of Christ have an intelligent grasp of their 
faith and a profound experience of its 
reality. Only so can they obtain, in richer 
measure and purer kind, the religious in- 
sights and satisfaction which many seek, 
and some profess to have found, in the 
Marian Cult.” 


On the Glasgow Campaign 


NOTE—Tom Allan of the Church of 
Scotland leads the “Tell Scotland” evan- 
gelistic effort of which the Billy Graham 
campaign, just concluded, was a part. Here 
are some of the Allan descriptions from 
different stages of the campaign as they 
appeared in The British Weekly. 


From the First Report. The more I 
hear this man preach, the more I am 
shattered by his preaching. By every 
accepted canon of pulpit oratory, it would 
be judged harshly but perhaps he has 
been sent, among other things, to get us 
to revise our canons of preaching. He 
has a stark simplicity of utterance, each 
word stripped of all irrelevances. He 
stands controlled with no attempt at arti- 
fice. In the last resort, his preaching 
can only be assessed by its results and 
here is the miracle. 

His appeal on Monday night was brief 
and clear and out from the seats all over 
the arena came nearly 500 men and 
women, young and old, rich and poor— 
the largest number to come forward on 
the first night of a Graham crusade in 
any city in the world. 

As they came, the evangelist stood back 
silent, on a rostrum, the man was for- 
gotten. It was the moment of the Spirit 
of God. 

I have seen a thing tonight that I never 
thought I would see happening in Glas- 
gow. This is the beginning. 


A Week Later. The number of in- 
quirers coming forward at the Kelvin 
Hall is greater than Dr. Graham and his 
team have known in any previous crusade 
in any part of the world. This in Glas- 
gow, in spite of the doubts of many bal- 
anced men, who gave it as their judgment 
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that the happenings of Harringay would 
not—could not—be repeated in Scot- 
land. ... 

Let me set it down as my conviction 
that the work of counselling in Glasgow 
—in spite of many obvious difficulties—is 
being done supremely well. . . . The 
churches in Scotland can be certain that 
no effort is being spared to channel the 
inquirers into a full and mature mem- 
bership in the Christian fellowship. 

I imagine that no evangelist has ever 
had his work so undergirded by such a 
power of believing intercession, of direct 
practical, specific petition. . . . J Among 
other things, we are learning again in 
Scotland the power of prayer. 

It has long been my belief that the 
church will not really come to grips with 
its missionary task until it defines its 
terms; until it recognizes, in particular, 
the difference between evangelism and re- 
vival. .. . As I write these words on the 
first Saturday night of the crusade this 
is the question which is most pressing in 
my own mind: in the light of all that is 
happening in Glasgow tonight, are we 
standing on the edge of revival ? 


A Week Later. I am beginning to 
realize more fully the fact that revival 
is in His hand, to bestow or withhold 
in His sovereign grace. Our part is to 
wait and pray—and be ready to receive 
it when it comes. 

I am making a confession. I find it 
strange to write in these terms, because 
I am dealing with something which thus 
far has eluded me. Whatever else the 
crusade accomplishes, it is compelling 
many of us in the ministry to re-examine 


the presuppositions on which our work 
has hitherto been based. 

The other night I spoke to a parish 
minister who has been acting as a coun- 
sellor. There was a radiance about the 
man, a dynamic which I had never seen 
in him before. Then he told me that last 
Sunday, at his morning service, he had 
appealed for people to come forward to 
give their lives to Christ—something he 
had never done before. Twenty-five people 
had responded, and a new chapter in his 
ministry began. 

All of which is related to one fact 
which is, for me, of the deepest kind of 
significance. I have spoken to many 
people in the counselling room who have 
told me that they had made their deci- 
sion to go forward before they came to 
the Kelvin Hall, and, that they were then 
making public confession of an act of 
faith made—in some cases—long ago— 
in private. 

What does that mean? It means that 
the Holy Spirit is doing his own work 
in the hearts of men and women who are 
—in Dr. Graham’s quaint and graphic 
phrase—‘“being bombarded with prayer.” 
It means also that there are many folk 
in Scotland who are eager for the kind 
of opportunity which the Kelvin Hall 
provides to make articulate the faith that 
is in them, and who do not find such an 
opportunity within the normal context of 
congregational life. There is something 
here for us to learn. 

We record the fact that there has been 
consistently a higher proportion of in- 
quirers in the circus arena (seating 3,000, 
watching the service on TV) than in the 
vast main auditorium. It looks as if the 
absence of those countless distractions in 
the main hall makes for closer concentra- 
tion on the message. 

One more thing. I was present the 
other night in Dr. Graham’s side-room 
when a reporter suggested that the au- 
dience seemed to be lacking in the recog- 
nizable non-churchgoing element—there 
were, for example, no Teddy Boys in 
sight! The evangelist’s response was im- 
mediate. “If they’re not here,” he said, 
“then I must go to them. Can we or- 
ganize some open-air meetings in differ- 
ent parts of the city?” 

Many things endear this man to me. 
But perhaps nothing more than that re- 
ply. 
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SIX CENTS per word and initial including 
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HELP WANTED 











WANTED BY CHURCH of around 1100 

members in rapidly growing surburban 
area in southern city, young man or young 
woman to serve as Director of Christian 


Education or young people’s worker. 
Specialized training desirable but not 
essential. Previous experience in teach- 


ing or business helpful. Address replies 
to Box H-4, c/o Outlook, 1 N. Gth St., 
Richmond, Va. 
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EDITORIAL 


For a Free Church Press 


The life of the independent church 
paper is a hardy one. It is free enter- 
prise in the most refined sense, for while 
it is free to do its work and free from 
official direction or control, it takes a 
considerable amount of enterprise to make 
it a going concern. 

Every church has a history of provin- 
cial, regional or general papers with a 
high mortality—only the most sturdy sur- 














vive. In the Presbyterian Church, USA, 
The Tribune was the survivor of The 
Interior (Chicago, 1870-1910), The 


Westminster (Philadelphia 1904-10) 
which became The Continent (Chicago & 
N. Y. 1910-26), and of The Presbyterian 
Advance (1910-34). Now The Tribune 
has merged with THE OUTLOOK. 

The latter paper had an even more 
extensive and involved ancestry, drawing 
together five distinct and separate papers 
which bore 16 different names between 
Dallas, Texas, and Wilmington, N. C. 
and dating from 1819 to 1944. 

During most of this time the General 
Assembly gave cordial encouragement, 
though no financial support, to these 
papers. The chief difficulties of the 
papers appear to have been small re- 
sources, competition with each other and 
the division of their areas of service into 
limited fields—too limited for the neces- 
sary task to be done. 

The venerable Presbyterian of Phila- 
delphia bowed out of existence when the 
official Presbyterian Life came on the 
scene, leaving only The Tribune as the 
independent voice. 

In the U. S. church the independent 
papers have seemed more hardy in recent 
years. They may have been given more 
outspoken encouragement. For one thing, 
Church Paper Week was scheduled each 
October and ministers and organizations 


—particularly women Secretaries of Lit- 
erature—concentrated on getting good 
lists of subscriptions from their people. 
Then, with a changed schedule, Church 
Paper Week was kicked around a bit, 
falling after the time when annual reports 
had already been completed. Reorgani- 
zation in the women’s groups eliminated 
the hard-working Secretary of Literature. 
But more than this. 

Some open and some not-too-clear ac- 
tions of another character have been 
taken. One Assembly (Orlando) was 
given a report v hich declared in so many 
words that it had been the attitude of 
the Assembly that it made no difference 
whether people subscribed to any paper 
at all! This was clearly contradictory to 
the unfailing policy of encouragement 
which the Assembly had always given, 
but commissioners were not alert to the 
implication and the church paper repre- 
sentatives did not have the privileges of 
the floor to point out what was taking 
place. 

"There have been other indications if not 
open comments by a few officials to reveal 
their unhappiness about any suggested 
criticism of official actions or programs 
and an increasing effort to develop official 
organs which will voice official positions 
and be in line with official leadership. 

Now, the proposed calendar in the U.S. 
Church for next year puts the official 
publication in the season long occupied 
by the church papers, instead of the Sur- 
vey’s traditional February week, and 
Church Paper Week has disappeared. 
Instead, we find in April, ‘Religious 
Paper Week” which would open the door 
to anything anybody wanted to call “re- 
ligious,” including all the promotional 
organs. 

We have long faced the uncertainty of 
many people about what they are to pro- 
mote in Church Paper Week, with the 
result that some groups have heard about 
devotional booklets, the official magazine 
(which has its own season) and all kinds 
of publications. Now, we may face more 
chaos. 

Before we go further in putting handi- 
caps in the way of the independent church 
press and thereby stifling (intentionally 
or not) the only opportunity to raise 
questions about official positions, official 
programs and officialdom, we may do well 
to look at the handwriting on the wall. 
More significant is the role of the inde- 
pendent paper in looking ahead, in sum- 
moning to better performance, and chal- 
lenging the church and churchmen to a 
more effective service, ventilating points 
of view and exploring new and greater 
possibilities which many official organs 
do not feel free to do. 

No one should have a quarrel with the 
development of good promotional organs 
to serve the agencies of the church. These 
are greatly needed and should be sup- 
ported. But we will not serve the best 


interests of the church if, by neglect or 
design, we weaken the independent voice 
of the church papers. 

Let’s recognize the historic contribu- 
tion of the independent paper. 

So, let’s keep Church Paper Week. 
Let’s support it and encourage our people 
to subscribe to the independent papers. 
And let’s keep from falling into the sit- 
uation faced in far too many localities 
where one publisher serves the whole 
community and the voice of dissent or 
constructive criticism or the pioneering 
explorer is stilled. 





| Wilbur LaRoe Says: 


Parking. It hardly seems right to 
suggest that the cause of Christ is being 
hurt by a shortage of parking facilities. 
But there is much truth in it. It is be- 
coming more and more difficult for church 
members to find parking places near their 
church. Most churches were built with- 
out having this serious problem in mind. 
The problem is serious even in many 
suburban areas, including Chevy Chase 
Circle, where the members of four or five 
large churches compete for parking space 
every Sunday morning. 

Poor Excuses. The cause of Christ 
is being hurt by church members who stay 
away from church services for flimsy rea- 
sons: ‘My daughter was home from col- 
lege for the day.” “We were up late 
Saturday night.” “I was writing a speech 
which I just had to finish.” “I had to 
call on a friend who was ill.” “I felt 
a little queer when I got up.” Whatever 
may be the reasons, more than half of our 
church members are not in their pews on 
Sunday morning, speaking of the nation 
as a whole. They just can’t all be ill. 

Lay Support. Believe it or not, many 
ministers are lonely. Too many of them 
feel that they live in a world that is dif- 
ferent from the world in which their lay- 
men live. This is all wrong. Mr. Lay- 
man, why not invite the minister down- 
town to lunch and thus show him your 
interest in him and in the church? What 
boosts the morale of a minister more than 
anything else is to have his laymen show 
a real interest in the church and its prob- 
lems. 

American Tragedy. Four million 
alcoholics in the United States. Not 
drinkers, but sick alcoholics. Multiply 
this by at least three or four to get the 
number of warped and saddened lives of 
women and children and parents who are 
hurt by this awful stuff. If you are in- 
clined to boast that vou are broad-minded 
about liquor you had better start thinking 
about the qualitv of your soul, for there 
is something badly wrong with the quality 
of your soul if you are not sorely dis- 
tressed over this awful tragedy. 


Washington, D. C. 
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Footnote to Romans 7:14-25 


THE GOOD FIGHT 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


T THE close of his life Paul writes, 

“T have fought the good fight.” His 
use of words (in Greek) indicates that 
the fight was not something that took 
place years before, but something that 
had been going on throughout his life. 
His last word is not “I have enjoyed the 
peace” but “I have fought the fight.” 

The creed of Presbyterians also calls 
the Christian life a warfare. There are 
varieties of Christian thought which de- 
clare or suggest that all the fighting is 
done before one becomes a Christian, or 
at any rate in the early stages of the 
Christian’s life; but that after one has a 
new heart, or a Second Blessing, the war 
is over. ‘Nothing now can move me, 
‘tis Beulah Land!” But Paul would 
hardly agree with this, and neither can 
we. The Christian life never ceases to 
be a life of struggle. 

Yet this fact can be misinterpreted. 

That the Christian is called on to fight 
(see, for example, Ephesians 6), does not 
mean that there is no difference between 
the non-Christian and the Christian life. 
But the difference is not that before one 
is converted one struggles ineffectually 
against sin and after conversion one does 
not need to struggle any longer. There 
are several points of difference, but they 
are not between fighting and not-fighting. 
Two important points of difference are 
these. 

First, before conversion one is not 
aware of what the enemy is. One usually 
blames someone else, one will not face 
up to responsibilities, one complains of 
fate, or heredity, or circumstances. With 
conversion comes awareness that the 
enemy is within; it is the old self dealt a 
mortal blow and yet still with power to 
hurt and hamper. Before conversion one 
may not take the struggle very seriously. 
After conversion one becomes aware of 
the eternal consequence which are in- 
volved. 

A second difference is that the Chris- 
tian is equipped with the “whole armor 
of God.” The arsenal of heaven is at 
his disposal. He no longer fights with 
the tin sword of his own strength, but 
with the steel-point of the Word of God. 


GAIN, that the Christian life is a 

long fight does not mean a kind of 
trench warfare. Readers old enough to 
remember World War I will remember 
the “news” which came with painful 
monotony: “All quiet on the western 
front.”” (The Germans said “Im Westen 
nichts Neues’”’—nothing new in the west. ) 
Of course there were raids, barrages, men 
got killed every day. There were slight 
changes of position, a few yards, a few 
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miles in rare cases. But the lines held, 
they were dug in on both sides for hun- 
dreds of miles. The war was going on 
and on, but the fighting got nowhere. 

The Christian life is not to be like 
that. It is a growing life, as Jesus and 
Paul say in different ways. It is a 
progressing life. It is a walk, but a walk 
uphill. One may be fighting the same 
enemy but one should be pushing him 
back into his own territory. 

Still less does Paul mean to say that 
the Christian life is a life of perpetual 
defeat. Christians who do not under- 
stand our Presbyterian creed will say 
that our doctrine is pessimistic; that the 
Christian life is not a life of warfare but 
of victory. Now the mistake there is in 
that implied either-or: either warfare or 
victory. 

As we read the New Testament, what 
is to be expected is both—that is to say, 
the Christian wages victorious warfare 
with evil; which basically means getting 
on top of his own old, evil, conceited, 
cowardly self. His weaker, better self 
has an Ally now. Victories come but they 
do not end the war. Yes, the Christian 
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$2.50 


at your bookstore 
a Revell publication 








life ought to be a growing, progressive 
life, a life of increasing power, one in 
which ‘good ideals, good motives—that is 
to say, the ideals and the motives of 
Christ, the ‘“‘mind of Christ” as Paul says 
—increasingly prevail. But this does 
not take place without a struggle. 


URTHERMORE, the victories of the 

Christian life do not mean the de- 
struction of the enemy. Temptations 
take new forms; as old temptations lose 
their force new ones arise with new pow- 
ers. Learning how to avcid old booby- 
traps of Satan, one falls suddenly into 
brand-new ones. Our wrestling, as Paul 
said, is not with flesh and blood, but with 
spiritual hosts of wickedness, the armies 
of Satan. But still and always, Satan’s 
most effective agent in your downfall is 
simply yourself. You will be your own 
personal devil, your indefatigable temp- 
ter, to the end of your days. 

A mortally wounded snake can still be 
dangerous. A Hitler doomed can still 
win victories. So, although God’s victory 
is sure in the end, and though your life 
be one of continual conquest of sin and 
growth in grace, there is no place in this 
world where it is safe to throw your 
armor away and say, There is no enemy 
here! 
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Pre-Assembly Evangelism 
Conferences 


U. S.: Richmond 


Wednesday, June i 

2:00-3:00—Registration, Grace Covenant 

church. 

:00—Devotional. 

:30-4:30—Seminars: “Assimilation”; 

“Fellowship Evangelism”; ‘Visitation 

Evangelism”—A. E. Dimmock, Wm. H. 

McCorkle, Chas. B. Templeton; Henry 

Denman. 

:30-5:30—“Resurgent Protestantism” — 

Berlyn V. Farris, National Council of 

Churches. 

:30—“Forward Look—Our Emphases in 

1956”’—Dr. McCorkle. 

8:00—“Evangelistic Formulas That Work” 
—Harold J. Ockenga, Boston. 

Thursday, June 2 

9:00—“Bringing Christ to the Jews’—Lud- 
wig R. Dewitz, Baltimore; “The 
Church's Message to the Industrial Com- 
munity”"—F. Sidney Anderson, Porter- 
dale, Ga. 

10:30—Seminars (as above). 

11:30—Seminar, “Preaching Evangelism” 
—Dr. Templeton. 

2:00—Seminars (as above). 

3:00—“The Layman as an Evangelist,” 
Chas. R. Bradford, Decatur, Ga. 


USA: Los Angeles 


Tuesday, May 17 

8:45—Registration, Immanuel Church. 

9:45—Worship, David John Donnan, San- 
ta Monica. 

10:05—“The Banners of the Church’— 
W. Sherman Skinner, St. Louis. 

10:45—SeMINARS I: “The Nature of Chris- 
tian Commitment,’ Geo. M. Docherty; 
“Visitation Evangelism,” Donald G. Les- 
ter; “The Evangelistic Use of Radio and 
TV,” Clayton T. Griswold; “The Evange- 
listic Approach to Labor,” Marshal L. 
Scott. 
SEMINARS II: “The Assimilation of New 
Members,” Allan M. Frew; “Youth Evan- 
gelism,” Richard R. Gilbert; “Fellow- 
ship Groups,” Robt. W. Lynn; “The 
Church’s Responsibility to Service Per- 
sonnel,” Frederick W. Brink. 

11:40—“This I Have Seen—An Evange- 
listic Church”’—Moderator Ralph W. 
Lloyd. 

1:45—Worship, David Esler, San Anselmo. 

2:00—“Evangelism—Its Nature and Nec- 
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MARY BALDWIN COLLEGE 


Fully accredited, 4-yr. Liberal Arts college 
for women. A.B. degree Broad curriculum, 
small classes. 14 majors, departmental, in- 
terdepartmental, and an independent ma- 
jor, including music, art, Bible, dramatic 
arts. Courses in nurse school education. 
112th year. Competitive scholarships. 
Catalog. 
MARY BALDWIN COLLEGE 
Dept. K, Staunton, Va. 
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essity’—Jas. W. Clarke, Princeton. 
3:00—Seminars (as above). 
4:10—Seminars (as above). 
7:45—Evangelistic Rally, First Methodist 


Church: Chas. B. Templeton. a guide for ‘your , —— 
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ion 9:25—“The Mission of the Church”—Jas. 

I. McCord, Austin Seminary. 
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F ative (ie.}—11) Bieee ect in terms that everyone can understand and use. A book that 
“i Anchorage, Ky., June 5; (2) Chas. R. shows the faithful and the faithless how to obtain faith, how 


Hook, Armco Steel Corpn., Middleton, 
Ohio, June 5. 
Davis and Elkins (W. Va.)—(1) Arnold 


to increase it, and how to put it to practical use. $2.00 
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, B. Poole, Logan, W. Va., May 30; (2) 9 
B. Poke, Logan, W. Va. May 30; (2) 1 CHILDREN’S SERMONS IN STORIES 
May 31. 
y gr Cte.)—£3) —o 2. 4 by JULIUS FISCHBACH 
ung Fleming, Park College, June 5; (2 : " ; , 
President France L. McCluer, Lindenwood Designed expressly for use in children’s worship services, 
San- College, June 6. — ; these 31 stories are aimed directly at children’s interests and 
Louisville Seminary (Ky.)—(1) Presi- . 2 7 a ae 
—_ dent Frank H. Caldwell, May 29; (2) Paul understanding. Dr. Fishbach uses intriguing themes and char- 
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ANNUITIES HELP SOLVE YOUR INCOME TAX PROBLEMS 





On your gift to Missions, 
a hetter income for You 


While the main purpose of annuity gifts to our Board is to help 
in the work of the church, the government, in the 1954 income 
tax law, has offered additional tax relief which makes annuity 
gifts even more attractive from the standpoint of income to 
the givers. 


In most cases, the taxable portion of the income from such 
annuities is, under the new law, only about half as much 
as previously. 


In addition to the relief on income, a substantial part of the 
original annuity gift is also deductible as a contribution in 
the year in which the gift is made. 


These are only two of the ways in which such a gift to the 
cause of Foreign Missions can also prove financially ad- 
vantageous to the giver. Other advantages include a worth- 
while, non-fluctuating income, and safety of both income and 
principal. 


We will be glad to supply full details about our 50-year-old 
annuity gift plan on request. Address 


CURRY B. HEARN, TREASURER 

BOARD OF WORLD MISSIONS 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES 
POST OFFICE BOX 330, NASHVILLE 1, TENN. 
“Zo Foretgu Misstous a Share” 





Humphrey, editor, Ft. Worth Press, May 
31. 

Agnes Scott (Ga.)—(1) Raymond [| 
Lindquist, Hollywood, Calif., June 5; (2) 
E. Harris Harbison, Princeton University, 
June 6; (3) Evelyn Hanna, June 4. 

Mitchell (N. C.)—(1) Fred R. Stair, 
Jr., Hickory, N. C., June 5; (2) L. §, 
Weaver, superintendent, Durham, N. C, 
city schools, June 7. 


PRESBYTERIAN, USA 

San Francisco Seminary (Calif.)—(1) 
Henry B. Adams, San Anselmo, June 5; 
(2) Ganse Little, Pasadena, June 7; (3) 
Geo. Hunter Hall, Phoenix, Ariz., June 7. 

Occidental (Calif.)—(2) Walter P, 
Paepeke, Container Corpn. of America, 
June 12, 

Buena Vista (lowa)—(1) Harvey M. 
Throop, Sioux City, May 29; (2) Presi- 
dent-Emeritus Chas. E. Friley, Iowa State, 
June 2. At the inauguration of President 
Henry Olson, May 6, E. Fay Campbell, 
Philadelphia, was the speaker. 

College of Idaho—(1) C. James Miller, 
Los Gatos, Calif., May 27; (2) Governor 
Robt. E. Smylie (an alumnus), May 28. 

Parsons (Iowa)—(1) Howard B. Sissel, 
Philadelphia, June 5; (2) President-Elect 
Millard G. Roberts, June 5. 

Trinity (Texas)—(1) Donald Y. Swain, 
Wahahachie, Texas, May 29; (2) Eugene 
Carson Blake, Philadelphia, May 30. 


UNITED PRESBYTERIAN 

Monmouth (Ill.)—(1) President Robt. 
W. Gibson, June 5; (2) Ray E. Powell, 
president, Aluminum Company of Canada, 
June 6. 


HONORARY DEGREES 


Centre (Ky.)—LL.D.: Chas. R. Hook, 
chairman, Armco Steel Corpn., Middle- 
town, Ohio; Chas. Rice McDowell, profes- 
sor of law, Washington and Lee Univer- 
sity; D. D.: Frank G. Robertson, Paris, 
Ky.; Edgar E. Houghton, Anchorage, Ky. 

Occidental (Calif.)—D. D.: R. Murray 
Jones, Ventura; John R. McAulay, asso- 
ciate general presbyter, North Coastal 
Area of California; LL.D.: John Jay Hop- 
kins, board chairman and president, Gen- 
eral Dynamics Corpn. These degrees were 
awarded April 21. Others scheduled for 
June 12: D. D.: David deLancey Scovil, 
St. Paul’s Cathedral, Los Angeles; Litt. D.: 
Lawrence Clark Powell, librarian, USLA; 
LL.D.: Walter P. Paepcke, board chair- 
man, Container Corpn., of America. 


Trlornioe FOLDING BANQUET TABLES 








If you are on the Kitchen Committee of some 
Church, Lodge, Club, School, etc., in your town 
you will be interested in this modern Folding 
Banquet Table. Write for Catalog and specia) 
discounts to institutions and organizations. 





Ye Lick wae 80 CHURCH ST. Best ZN Sie LS 
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WRITE FOR CATALOGUE 


J.P REDINGTON & CO. 
DEPT. 25, SCRANTON 2, 
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A Ministry of Reconciliation 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 


Sunday School Lesson for May 22, 1955 
2 Chronicles 27-30; Micah 6-7; Print 30:1,6-13 


People are going to church today in 
unprecedented numbers. What difference 
does it make? What difference ought it 
to make? Light is thrown on this and 
allied questions by the great revival spon- 
sored by King Hezekiah. 


|. The Need 


When Hezekiah came to the throne the 
fortunes of Judah were at a low ebb. 
Ahaz, his father, followed three able and 
devout monarchs who brought Judah to 
a high pitch of prosperity. For some rea- 
son Ahaz turned away from the religious 
tradition of his people and adopted the 
worship of the Baalim, the immoral gods 
of the.Canaanites (28:2) and he sacri- 
ficed little children and burned them on 
the altar in the valley of Hinnom (28:3). 
This religious policy was followed by 
serious military reverses. First, Syria 
defeated Judah and carried away numer- 
ous captives (28:5-7). Then Samaria 
played the part of the divine scourge 
and a still greater captivity was averted 
only by the interposition of a prophet of 
the Lord (28:8-15). Asa result of these 
defeats Judah was so weakened that she 
could no longer protect herself from her 
neighbors. The Edomites raided her 
territory from the southeast. The Phil- 
istines took possession of a number of 
towns on the southwest (28:17-18). Ahaz 
robbed the temple of a part of its treas- 
ures to purchase the aid of Assyria. This 
proved to be a mistaken move which 
brought him no relief, but began those 
unfortunate relations of Judah with the 
great powers to the north which prepared 
the way for the final captivity. 

Ahaz decided that the god of Syria 
was more powerful than his own. He 
rifled the temple of its remaining treas- 
ures and finally closed its doors. 

“The public worship of Jehovah ceased 
in Jerusalem, and heathen altars were set 
up in every corner of the city. Throughout 
all the cities of the land, also, altars 
smoked with idolatrous sacrifice. True 
religion had seemingly perished in Judah, 
and the God of Israel was forgotten.” 

This was the situation when Hezekiah 
began to reign at the age of twenty-five. 
As Dr. Snowden wrote: 

“He was one of those rare cases in which 
heredity turns a corner in the most un- 
expected way, a good son coming out of a 
bad father. His mother’s name, Abijah 
(‘My father is Jehovah’) may contain the 
explanation of his training and character. 
Whenever on the pages of history, whether 
sacred or profane, we find a good man, 
We may look in the background for a good 
mother. ‘A good mother,’ says George 


Herbert, ‘is worth a hundred school-mas- 
ters.’” 
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But there were other influences, no 
doubt, which help to explain why Heze- 
kiah reversed the policy of his father. 
Micah and Isaiah, for example, had be- 
gun to prophesy during the reign of 
Ahaz, and their words, which had seemed 
wasted, as the words of the preacher so 
often do now, began to bear their fruit. 
Micah, we know, made a profound im- 
pression on the populace, and Isaiah be- 
came, under Hezekiah, the most influen- 
tial man in the nation. 


Il. Hezekiah’s First Step 

Hezekiah’s first official act, taken in 
the first year of his reign and in its first 
month, was to reopen and repair the doors 
of the temple (29:3). Then he called 
together the priests and the Levites and 
said unto them, “Hear me, Levites. Now 
santify yourselves and sanctify the house 
of the Lord, the God of your fathers, and 
carry out the filth from the holy place.” 
(29:5) 

It was a very practical purpose that 
Hezekiah had in his mind. ‘‘Our fathers,” 
he said, “have been unfaithful and have 
done what was evil in the sight of the 
Lord our God. . . . Therefore the wrath 
of the Lord came on Judah... and he 
made them an object of horror, of as- 
tonishment, and of hissing, as you see 
with vour own eyes. . . . Now it is my 
heart to make a covenant with the Lord 
... that his fierce anger may turn away 
from us” (29:6-10). No doubt Hezekiah 
would advise American that political ex- 
pedients need to be supplemented by a 
revival of morals and religion, that the 
nation will not find security until its 
people turn again to God, and begin to 
observe his standards of righteousness. 

In response to Hezekiah’s instructions, 
the Levites spent eight days in cleansing 
away the filth from the temple courts 
and eight days more in purifying the 
temple itself. Finally, they reported: 
“We have cleansed all the house of the 
Lord.*:.. 4 All the utensils which King 
Ahaz discarded in his reign . . . we have 
made ready and sanctified, and behold 
they are before the altar of the Lord.” 
(28:18-19) 

Hezekiah then went into the house of 
the Lord with the leading men of the city 
and in a gorgecus and impressive cere- 
mony rededicated the building to the wor- 
ship of God (29:20-30). The royal 
dedication was followed by an appeal 
from Hezekiah for a national and volun- 
tary consecration of the people. The 
response was so great that the priests 
could net carry out the necessary sacri- 


ficial duties and had to accept the aid of 
the more zealous Levites. ‘Thus the 
service of the house of the Lord was re- 
stored. And Hezekiah and all the people 
rejoiced. . . .”” No doubt the unbroken 
record of disaster under Ahaz paved the 
way for the city’s wholehearted response 
to Hezekiah’s efforts, just as the serious- 
ness of our present world situation helps 
to explain the growing attendance on the 
services of the church. 


lll. Hezekiah’s Second Step 


Hezekiah was not satisfied to renew 
the worship of Jehovah and to rededicate 
the temple which affected for the most 
part only the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 
He wished to lead his pecple back to 
God, provincials as well as those who 
lived in Jerusalem. His vision ranged 
even farther. Israel the northern nation, 
had been carried into captivity by the 
Assyrians. Only a remnant of the people 
were left in the land. Hezekiah thought 
that they, too, might be induced to return 
to the Lord. This could best be done, 
Hezekiah decided, in consultation with 
the princes and the assembly of the 
people, by reviving the great religious 
festivals which attracted the people from 
all over the land. 

It was too late to make arrangements 
for the Passover which came normally 
in the first month. And vet, the Passover 
was the best of all the religious festivals 
for the purpose which Hezekiah had in 
mind. It was the greatest of the reli- 
gicus feasts and commemorated the de- 
liverance of Israel from the bondage of 
Egypt. That deliverance had led to the 
compact or covenant at Sinai, where God 
had promised: “If you will obey my 
voice and keep my covenant, you shall 
be my own possession among all peoples. 
.. . And you shall be to me a kingdom 
of priests and a holy nation” (Ex. 19:5- 
6). The Passover Feast was the appro- 
priate time to lead the people as a whole 
to renew their vows unto Ged. Accord- 
ingly it was determined to postpone the 
observance of the Passover from the first 
month until the second, which would give 
ample time for the necessary prepara- 
tion. 

To carry out his purpose, Hezekiah 
sent to all Israel and Judah, and wrote 
letters to Ephraim and Manasseh, leading 
tribes in the northern kingdom, that they 
should come to the house of the Lord 
at Jerusalem to keep the Passover. To 
appreciate the significance of this action 
we must remember not only that leading 
members of the northern kingdom’ had 
been carried away into captivity, but also 
that Judah and Israel had been divided 
for more than two hundred years, that 
for some time they had been on very bad 
terms, and that very recently Judah had 
suffered a terrible defeat at the hands of 
Israel. Evidently Hezekiah was a man 
of broad views. He thought that the 
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two people should be united religiously, 
if not politically. Perhaps he saw also 
that there could be no religious revival 
which did not include attempted recon- 
ciliation with one’s estranged neighbors. 
The chronicler has preserved a copy 
of the letter or proclamation that Heze- 
kiah had carried through the land from 
Beersheba in the South to Dan in the 
far north. The letter is not as tactful 
as it might have been. It did not spare 
them or their fathers. It charged then 
plainly with trespassing against the Lord, 
with being stiff-necked, or, as we would 
say, bull-headed. No doubt this plain 
language had the same effect on some of 
the Israelites as do the strictures of some 
‘Northern’ preachers against the peculiar 
sins of the South on some Southern folk 
at the present time. But perhaps it was 
best to be frank. They and their fathers 
had turned away from God, and Heze- 
kiah was convinced that this was the 
real explanation of their troubles (30:7). 
Therefore he exhorted them: (1) to 
turn again to the God of Abraham, Isaac 
and Jacob, the ancestors of their race 
(vs. 6); (2) to yield or surrender them- 
selves to God, or as the Hebrew reads 
literally, to give their hand to God (vs. 
8); (3) to enter again into his sanctuary, 
or, as we would say, go back to church 
(vs. 8); and (4) to serve God, or seek 
to do his will (vs. 8). To turn, to yield, 
to worship, to serve—it was an excellent 
program that Hezekiah put before the 
Israelit*s, excellent also for us. Many 
of us who are professing Christians need 
to turn, for we are going the wrong way, 
misusing our opportunities, missing the 
real meaning of life. We need to yield 
or surrender ourselves fully unto God, 
which means that we are to surrender 
anvthing that comes between us and God, 
which includes anything that comes be- 
tween us and man. We need to worship 
more sincerely, more systematically, that 
we may discover God’s will, and that we 
may be sustained by his power; we need 
to serve him, nct merely to render him 
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cecasional service, but to seek to carry 
out his will, and not our own. 

Hezekiah exhorted the Israelites to sig- 
nalize the fact that they had turned, 
vielded, that they were willing to worship 
and to serve by attending the Passover 
in Jerusalem. If they thus turned, yield- 
ed, worshipped and served, Hezekiah 
declared that God would turn his anger 
away from them, and not only from them, 
but also from the exiles, whom he would 
bring back into the land. 

Hezekiah emphasized the truth that 
“the Lord your God is gracious and mer- 
ciful, and will not turn away his face 
from you, if you return to him” (30:9). 
This, too, is a truth for us all. Sin 
brings punishment for the individual in 
this life and in the life to come, for 
the naticn in our own time and also 
in future generations. But always God 
is gracious and merciful, he will not turn 
away his face from us, if we return to 
him. 

How did Israel respond to this invi- 
tation? The dwellers of central Pales- 
tine (Ephraim and Manasseh) laughed 
to scorn the messengers of Hezekiah, as 
some laugh at and scorn the message of 
reconciliation (to God and man) today. 
Farther north the invitation met with a 
more favorable response, and “‘certain 
men of Asher and Manasseh and Zebulon 
humbled themselves and came to Jeru- 
salem.” Why is it that all men do not 
accept the message today? Why is it 
that some refuse to be reconciled to God 
or with their brethren? Is it because 
thev are unwilling to humble themselves ? 

Israel was divided in its response, but 
Judah replied wholeheartedlv to their 
sovereign’s invitation. Having assem- 
bled in great numbers in Jerusalem the 
people first removed everv trace of the 
idolatry with which Ahaz has filled 
Jerusalem. They then kept the most 
glorious Passover the nation had seen 
since the days of David and Solomon. 
Thev killed the paschal lamb, whose 
blood symbolized the propitiation needed 
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for their sins, and ate the meal which 
symbolized communion or fellowship with 
God. They confessed their sins freely 
and rejoiced greatly before the Lord, 
When the Passover and the feast of un- 
leavened bread which followed it for 
seven days was over, their joy was too 
great, their exaltation too high, to let 
the experience end. So the celebration 
was extended for seven more days. 

These days of high inspiration were 
followed and completed by intense re- 
ligious activity. As described in 31:1, 
the worshippers returned to display their 
zeal for the Lord by a great crusade in 
which they purged the provinces as well 
as Jerusalem of the last trace of idolatry. 
Micah’s Timely Reminder 


All of the reforms of Hezekiah were 
good. Certainly idolatry must be de- 
stroyed, the worship of God must be re- 
stored, reconciliation with one’s neigh- 
bors must be sought, but what happened 
then? Did the Reformation go any fur- 
ther? Did it need to go any further? 

It was at this time, probably, that 
Micah, who I am sure the majority of 
the people thought was introducing a sour 
note at an inopportune moment, arose 
and parodied the revival which had oc- 
curred. He said: 

“With what shall I come before the 
Lord, and bow myself before God on high? 
Shall I come before him with burnt offer- 
ings, with calves a year old? Will the 
Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, 
with ten thousands of rivers of oil? Shall 
I give my first-born for my transgression, 
the fruit of my body for the sin of my 
soul? He has showed you, O man, what 
is good, and what does the Lord require of 
you, but to do justice, and to love kindness, 
and to walk humbly with your God?” 
(Micah 6:6-8) 

To destroy idols is fine. There are 
some in our own time which need to be 
demolished, the worship of pleasure, pow- 
er, wealth, for example, which has been 
so characteristic of our civilization. 

To worship God is fine. It is essential. 
Without public worship, supplemented 
by private worship, religion will languish 
and die. We need today some great re- 
vival, a national revival, such as Heze- 
kiah developed, in which all men will be 
called to be reconciled with their fellow- 
men, to turn unto God, to yield their 
lives unto him, to enter his church and 
to serve his interests. 

But attendance on the church, the gifts 
of our money and services are not enough. 
The great words of Micah still stand, 
a commentary on every revival and on all 
religious pretensions: ‘He has showed 
vou, O man, what is good, and what does 
the Lord require of you, but to do jus- 
tice, and to love kindness, and to walk 
humbly with your God ?” (Micah 6:6-8) 

Perhaps true revival will not occur 
until the church has taken Micah’s les- 
son to its heart. 
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“MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 

Charley B. Robinson, formerly of Hot 
Springs, Ark., has begun his new work 
as executive secretary of home missions 
for the Synod of Missouri (U.S.). He is 
living in Fulton. 

Earl L. Turner, formerly a 
rian, USA, minister of pe nage 
be installed as pastor of the 
Mo. (U. S.) church May 15. 

Ben F. Ormond, Jr., Marion, S. 
been called to the Brevard, N. C., church. 

Richard D. Hitt, Corona, N. M., will he- 
come assistant pastor of Trinity church, 
Dallas, Texas. 

Cameron D. L. Mosser, Burlington, 
N. C., has just taken up his new duties as 
pastor of the Manning, S. C., church. 

Adam Hawthorne Davidson, Jr., who 
has been serving the Athens, La., (U.S.) 
church, has accepted a call to the Para- 
dis, La., (USA) church. 

O. Taxis from Bethesda, Md., to 

Main St., Northville, Mich. 

D. Yundt from Dallas, 
140 N. Main St., Mulberry, Ind. 

Warner DuBose, Sr., from Point Clear, 
Ala., to 204 E. 10th Ave., Johnson City, 
Tenn. 

Marsh M. Callaway from Shaw, 
to Durant, Miss. 

Wilson T. Dowling from Spartanburg, 
S. C., to Rt. 2, Richmond, Ky. 
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Texas, to 


Miss., 


DEATHS 

John Tyler Chariton, 94, 
byterian, USA, minister of Louisville, 
Ky., died there April 13. He had served 
earlier pastorates in Chio and Indiana. 

F. Scott McBride, 82, long-time 
the Anti-Saloon League of 
in St. Petersburg, Fla., Apr. 23. He was 
a United Presbyterian minister, widely 
known as a militant crusader. 


BOOKS 

“Gop's WayY—MEssaGes FoR OuR TIME” 
is the title of the book of sermons by 
Harrison Ray Anderson, Fourth church, 
Chicago, just published by Fleming H. 
Revell Co. ($2.50). 

Samuel S. Kitchin, Second church, St. 
Louis, Mo., is author of “Tur GATE OF THE 
KINGDOM,” published by Exposit:on Press 
(3). It is a book of sermons on the life 
and teachings of Jesus. 
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America, died 
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President Is Named for 
Layman-of-Year Award 


WASHINGTON, D. C. (RNS)—President 
Eisenhower has been named to receive the 
1955 Layman-of-the-Year award of the 
annual Washington Pilgrimage of Amer- 
ican Churchmen. 

Rep. Frances P. Bolton (R.-Ohio) was 
designated Laywoman-of-the-Year and 
Ralph W. Sockman, pastor of Christ 
(Methodist) church, New York, Clergy- 
man-of-the- Year. 

The President’s citation referred to his 
“outstanding srevice to the nation, his 
leadership for peace, his spiritual devo- 
tion, and the inspiring example he has 
given of steadfast attention to religious 
values as President of the United States.” 

The award was presented to the Presi- 
dent by his pastor, Edward L. R. Elson 
of National Presbyterian church, during 
the Pilgrimage here, attended by church- 
men from over the country. 


Mrs. Bolton 


was cited, the selection 


committee said, in recognition “of ‘her 
outstanding service to the nation as an 
interpreter of spiritual life in the halls 
of Congress, her spiritual leadership in 
the field of international affairs, the min- 
istry of nursing and public health, and 
the advancement of educational institu- 
tions and values.” 

During her 16 years of service in Con- 
gress, Mrs. Bolton has sponsored many 
bills pertaining to nursing. She is an 
active member of Old Stone church (Pres- 
byterian) in Cleveland, O. 

Dr. Sockman was honored for “‘his out- 
standing service to the nation as an elo- 
quent preacher of God’s word, minister 
for more than 20 years of the National 
Radio Pulpit, a valiant guardian of world 
peace, a director of the Hall of Fame, an 
inspiring teacher, and author of many 
volumes of practical religious truths.” 

The awards, formerly sponsored by 
Church Management magazine, are now 
given directly by the Washington Pil- 
grimage which has been set up as an iDy 
denendent foundation. 
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Affiliated with The Presbyterian Church U. S. 


steadfast, humane, the independent college! 








John R. Cunningham, President 


DAVIDSON COLLEGE 


Church-related colleges are indispensable 


if America is to remain free 


1955‘ 


Davidson, N. C. 








Centre 
College 


Founded 1819 
(Kentucky’s Bluegrass Area) 


terian. 





Separate Campuses ..... 


for women and men students but most classes and social fune~! 
tions held jointly. Fully accredited. Liberal Arts. 
Famous for distinguished alumni. Fraternities. 


Walter A. Groves, Ph. D., President 


Presby- 


Send for illustrated booklet oil 
Danville, Ky.: 
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